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EXPERIENCE

June 2007 – present
danceXchange and Access to Heritage, Arts and 
Musician



Culture, Birmingham

· Working alongside a dancer with a group of three to eleven-year-olds with and without special needs, including children with autism

· Leading rhythm, conducting and improvising activities

· Encouraging the creation of sound effects for the dancer’s stories and recording them

· Producing sound effect samples that the children have created and triggering them during the stories using Soundbeam music technology

· Group composition and improvisation of musical soundtracks for stories and dance
· Preparation of the group for a performance
Jan 2007 – present
Sound Futures Youth Music Action Zone

Lead Musician

Wilson Stuart Special School, Birmingham

· Design, management and delivery of a new, curriculum related music project, including financial management and co-ordinating a team of four other artists

· Co-leading a series of music sessions for a group of six Year 9 pupils with varying special needs, providing the experience of group music-making and composition of new music using Soundbeam music technology and acoustic instruments

· Preparing the group for a performance in school

· Producing a CD of new music recorded in sessions

Jan 2007 – present
Creative Partnerships, Birmingham


Trainer /

Mayfield School




Mentor
· Training and mentoring teaching staff to use Soundbeam to deliver curriculum-related projects.

· Introduction of Yamaha sampler to the school equipment and programming the Soundbeam to trigger samples.

Oct 2006 - present
Sound It Out Community Music’s “Musical

Musician /
Connections” Project, mac, Birmingham

Sound Tech.
· One-to-one and group participatory work in songwriting / composition and performance with adults who are isolated through mental illness and physical disability.
· Providing instrumental and vocal backing for recordings and performances.
· Recording drum tracks for project participants’ new material using laptop PC and Presonus Firepod audio interface.
Oct 2006 - present
Birmingham and Solihull Mental Health Trust

Volunteer
Voluntary Organisation “Brainstorm”


Sound Tech.
· Setting up PA for monthly open-mic nights: two microphones and varying electric guitars and keyboards.
· Also a committee member.
Dec 2005 – present
Sound It Out Community Music and Birmingham Jazz
Sound
“Elements” Project




Technician
 Great Barr and Hamstead Schools, Birmingham

St Michael’s Church of England and Earles Schools

· Setting up for a live performance at the Dormston Arts Centre, Sedgley, involving a constantly changing line-up including two drum kits, bass, several guitars and keyboards, vocals, a large percussion and “orchestral” sections: cellos, violins, glockenspiels.

· Recording the gig via the direct outputs of the live desk to Cubase SX.

· Recording a similar live performance at the Drum Arts Centre, Birmingham but with vocals / beatbox, saxophones, clarinet, flutes, trombone, violins, tabla, sitar, dohl, keyboards, guitars, bass, drum kit, turntables and percussion.

· Hire, transportation, setup and running of a 16-channel live PA for performance with the above line-up at Joseph Chamberlain College, Birmingham, including a 20m multi-core, 6 DI boxes, 10 mics and 3 monitor wedges.
· Other technical support during rehearsal and recording sessions at the schools.
2005 – present

Soundbeam Training for Various Organisations and 
Trainer



Levels

· St Michael’s Church of England School, Dudley: teaching staff (including purchase and installation of Soundbeam equipment).

· Birmingham Children’s Playcare Network: Co-ordinators and playcare and administrative staff

· Birmingham Children’s Fund: Area Co-ordinators and administrative staff.

· Handsworth Girls’ School, Birmingham: Performing Arts Department staff.

· Mayfield Special School, Birmingham: teaching staff.

Feb – Mar 2007
Sound It Out Community Music “Start Local” project 
Artist /



South Birmingham and Joseph Chamberlain Colleges
Guest Speaker

· Speaking to a group of Performing Arts College students about career development and experience of work in community arts.
· Leading an improvisation activity using Soundbeam and acoustic instruments.
· Working alongside a dance student in preparation for a Soundbeam dance performance.
· Playing drum kit in the professional artists’ backing band for songwriting and composition activities.
Oct – Dec 2006

mac, Cannon Hill Park


 

Casual










Technician
· Assistance with setting up sound for live performance

· Assistance with preparation and installation of gels and positioning lights

· Assistance with building set for Christmas performance

Oct – Dec 2006
Sound Futures Youth Music Action Zone

Musician /

“Urban Symphony” Project, Thames Valley Primary
Sound Tech.




School

· Facilitating a group of Year 6 school pupils in making location recordings to MiniDisc and creating accompanying soundscapes using a Boss SP-404 sampler, a Yamaha MU-80 GM sound module and Soundbeam sensors and switches.
· Supporting composer Liz Johnson in arranging the resulting sounds into a piece of music using Cubase SX.

Aug - Sept 2006
Steve Miakassissa’s Crossroads Collision

Audio

The Boiler Room, and Robanna’s, Birmingham
Recording
· Eight-track recording of live music performance and rehearsal using laptop PC and Presonus Firepod audio interface.
· Line-up: drum-kit, African percussion, bass, kora, saxophone and vocals.
· Method: stereo ambient Sony ECM-MS907 microphone (live performance only), D112 - kick drum, 2 x C1000 – kit overhead, C1000 percussion overhead (2 x SM57 spot-mics in studio), DI – kora / guitar, DI from PA aux sends – vocals and bass, SM57 - saxophone
May 2004 – current
Community Champions Soundbeam Project

Musician
· Co-leading a small group of disabled adults devising new compositions using Soundbeam, Korg NS5R GM sound module, Zoom RT-323 drum machine as well as violin, percussion and guitar.

May 2006


Creative Partnerships Integration Project

Musician



Big Brum Theatre in Education Company, Mayfield




and Holte Schools

· Leading a group of 10 secondary school pupils, 5 with special needs, and three actor/teachers to devise a soundtrack to a play based on the Pied Piper.  The instruments used were Soundbeam, voice and percussion with live effects processing in Cubase SX.

· Recording the soundtrack ideas, composing and producing additional new pieces and sound effects using Cubase and Reason 3.0. and producing a CD of audio cues for the play.

Mar 2006

Birmingham Jazz Commuter Jazz Concert

Sound Engineer
Sid Peacock’s Surge Hamstead Hall School’s Void 
· Setup and running of a 8-channel live PA for a performance in the lobby of the Birmingham Symphony Hall involving the progressive 10-piece jazz band Surge and young talented 12-piece funk / blues / jazz band The Void.
2004 – 2007

Soundbeam for Various Organisations and Locations
Musician


· Raising Acheivement in Kingstanding: one-off Soundbeam music creation workshop for secondary refugee / asylum seeker pupils of College High School, Birmingham.
· Mayfield Special School: one-to-one participation and observation with Soundbeam.
· Sound Futures Youth Music Action Zone: co-leading on a Soundbeam project in Secondary Schools in the Hodge Hill and Kingstanding areas, working with feeder primary school chilren tackling the issues surrounding transition from primary to secondary education.
· Birmingham artSites Splat! creative playgroups for 0 – 5 year olds.
· Creative Partnerships Black Country and Stow Heath Junior School, Wolverhampton linking music and the science curriculum.
· Birmingham Children’s Hospital – music activities on cardiac, liver, neurology and oncology wards.
· Birmingham Community Children’s Centre, Handsworth: Soundbeam for mixed groups of disabled and non-disabled children.
· Contact A Family Fathers’ Day, Selly Oak: drop-in Soundbeam for disabled children and young people and their fathers.
· Ugly Bugs Playschemes across Birmingham and Sandwell: Summertime Soundbeam in Community Centres in Castle Vale, Falcon Lodge, Sparkhill and West Bromwich.
EMPLOYMENT HISTORY
Oct 2002 – Jan 2006
Sound It Out Community Music
Projects and Training Co-ordinator

Oct 2001 – Oct 2002
Pertemps Employment Agency
Temporary Warehouse Staff

Sep 1994 – Jul 2000
Parceline / Mayne Nickless Express
Acting Linehaul Manager, Linehaul Analyst, Customer Services Executive

TRAINING AND EDUCATION

March 2007

PlayTrain, Birmingham: Playing with Dance and Movement and Playing with Drama 

Nov 2005


Arts and Media Training Music and Percussion for Early Years

Jan – Dec 2004

ProDrum Academy one-to-one drum kit tuition
May – Aug 2004
Sound It Out Community Music Soundbeam II

July 2004


Sound It Out Community Music Disability Equality Training

Jun 2004


Arts and Media Training Project Management

Mar – Jun 2004

Sound It Out Community Music Essential Arts and Health

May 2004


Arts and Media Training Delivering Workshops in Community Settings
Sep 2002 – Jul 2003
E.A.R.T.H. Studios BTEC Music Technology

Oct 1990 – Jun 1994
Aston University Managerial and Administrative Studies
Jun 1990

Stockport Grammar School - 4 A Levels: Economics, General Studies, Mathematics and Physics

Jun 1988

Oratory School, Nr Reading - AS Level Mathematics and GCSE English Language, English Literature, French, Geography, Music, Physics

Jun 1987

Oratory School, Nr Reading - Grade 4 Piano and O Level History and Mathematics
INTERESTS AND VOLUNTARY WORK

· Volunteer Music Support Worker for Sound It Out Community Music’s Musical Connections initiative, an important song-writing and composition project providing safe, self-supportive and creative music sessions for adults who are isolated due to mental illness or physical disability.

· Committee Member of Brainstorm, a project providing relaxed monthly performance opportunities, set up and run by and for staff and users of the Birmingham and Solihull Mental Health Trust.

· Percussionist in Birmingham samba band Muvuca.

· Drummer, guitarist and sound engineer for improvisational indie rock band Narodni Trida.

· Yellow belt in Lau Gar Kung Fu.

· Traveled September 2000 – July 2001 India, Nepal, Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, New Zealand and USA.

· Also enjoy hiking.

